MINUTES
VILLAGE OF LAKE PARK COUNCIL MEETING
3801 LAKE PARK ROAD, LAKE PARK, NC
CHARTER PUBLIC HEARING
7PM

FEBRUARY 14, 2023

ATTENDING: Mayor David Cleveland

Mayor Pro Tem Jeremy Russell

Council Members: Joe Scaldara, Mark Richards, Steve Tutor, and Bruce
Barton

Village Administrator: Cheri Clark

Finance Officer: Cheryl Bennett

Attorney: Ken Swain

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor David Cleveland called the February 14, 2023, Charter Public
Hearing to order.

INVOCATION: Councilman Joe Scaldara gave the invocation.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor David Cleveland led the Pledge of Allegiance.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Mayor David Cleveland shared that the Public Hearing is an
opportunity for residents to provide feedback about the possible change of the mayoral term of
office from a two year term to a four year term. The reason Council is considering the change
is that Council terms are four years. A four-year term reduces the amount of campaign time for
the office and the municipal trend is four years. To change the mayoral term of office, a
municipality must go through the following process:
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General discussion and motion to move forward — adopted December 13, 2022.

Adopt a Resolution of Intent to amend Charter and call for a public hearing — adopted
January 10, 2023.

Hold a Public Hearing — February 14, 2023.

Adopt Ordinance amending the Charter — March 2023.

Publish notice stating ordinance amendment was adopted — March 2023.

Notify Secretary of State and Legislative Library of changes — April 2023,

Notify both Union County and the North Carolina Boards of Elections (before June 10,
2023.)

Dan Mikszan — 6310 Frost Court — shared that he is not familiar with how much power the
Mayor has. Mayor David Cleveland shared that candidates file in July however, serious
campaigning usually starts in September. Some people put a significant amount of time into
campaigning and others do not. Dan Mikszan does not think the Village should change the
length of the term.



Maureen Highdale — 3901 Lincoln Court — asked if there was any recourse if the Village does
not have a good Mayor. Jeremy Russell shared that Council can always change the term of

office back to a two-year term.

COUNCIL COMMENTS: Bruce Barton shared that he would rather keep the two-year term.

Mark Richards shared that the term change would not impact the current term, and he would

prefer a four-year term.

Steve Tutor shared that he sees advantages and disadvantages to both options.

Joe Scaldara shared that a two-year term has more accountability. The mayor only has the right

to vote is there is an even number of Councilmen.

ADJOURN: Joe Scaldara made the motion to adjourn. Steve Tutor seconded the motion. Vote —

Unanimous.

Respectfully submitted,
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